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Livestock export rising star to be celebrated at LIVEXchange 2017
THE Australian livestock export industry will recognise one of its emerging leaders when the Landmark
International/ALEC Young Achiever of the Year award for 2017 is announced on November 16.
Coinciding with the industry’s annual LIVEXchange Conference and Gala Dinner in Perth on November
15-16, this year’s Young Achiever will join an exclusive group of livestock export professionals who have
won the award since the year 2000.
Last year’s winner, Byron O’Keefe, recently participated in the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation’s
TRAIL program in Canberra as part of his 2016 award package. The highly sought-after personal and
professional development opportunity will also be provided to the 2017 Young Achiever.
“The ARLF Trail program was a rewarding experience. By focusing on aspects of leadership such as
communication and collaboration, it has helped me to develop a greater skillset moving forward,” Mr
O’Keefe said.
“The livestock export industry is a rewarding and challenging environment, so professional and personal
development for emerging leaders is important in ensuring the industry has a strong future.”
Mr O’Keefe consults to various industry organisations, including LiveCorp, evaluating and delivering
training programs via the LiveCorp/Meat & Livestock Australia Livestock Export Program. He has
previously worked across international supply chains, undertaking risk analysis and providing in-market
technical support and training programs.
Among the high-profile previous winners of the Landmark International/ALEC Young Achiever of the
Year are Australian Rural Exports (AUSTREX) CEO Justin Slaughter and Consolidated Pastoral Company
(CPC) CEO Troy Setter, both of whom are current ALEC Directors. Patrick Underwood (NACC), Andy Ingle
(Landmark), Gemma Lomax (Wellard) and Ben Stanton (Emanuel) are also previous Young Achievers
who now hold senior roles with some of Australia’s most prominent livestock export companies.
Coinciding with the Young Achiever Award announcement at the LIVEXchange Gala Dinner will be the
announcement of the latest Lifetime Achiever award recipient, who will be inducted into the industry
Hall of Fame, recognising an extended period of dedication and leadership in the livestock export sector.
The conference and dinner will be held at Crown Towers, Perth, and is expected to attract more than
400 stakeholders including producers, exporters, research scientists, industry and political leaders, and
commercial investors from Australia and overseas.
LIVEXchange 2017 aims to showcase the livestock export sector as a professional and highly modernised
industry which is delivering jobs, prosperity and growth to regional Australia, with a strong future based
on a reputation of reliability, consistent quality, and a firm focus on animal welfare.
For further details or to register for LIVEXchange 2017, visit: www.livexchangeconference.com.au
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